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Annual Congress May 2015 
This year's Annual Congress took place in Glasgow 
over the second May Bank Holiday weekend.  
 
The pathetic fallacy that was the meteorological 
conditions (sunny with an icy breeze) was reflected  in 
the biosphere of the Scottish Exhibition and 
Conference Centre; a generally temperate Further 
Education conference with a chill wind blowing in from 
Higher Education,  on the other side of the Terms and 
Conditions divide.  
 
The icy wind is indeed a storm brewing for strike action 
as soon as possible.  This was by no means a 
unanimous view and in Northern Region colleges there 
is a strong collective want for other means of 
negotiations and actions to be explored before 
resorting to strike action. 
 
What was clear from meeting with Northern Region 
colleagues was the shared anticipation of potential, 
imminent redundancies as a result of funding cuts - an 
unwelcome chill that no one quite shook off all 
weekend. 
 
Due to a pledge to show solidarity with the (later 
cancelled) RMT strike, the three day agenda was 
compressed into two days.  The reduced time limit on 
motion proposals was largely welcomed and 
constraints ensured the agenda both ran to schedule 
and made time; indeed the cancelled addresses from 
General Secretary, Sally Hunt and President, Liz 
Lawson could have been put back on the agenda. 
 
Newcastle College Branch submitted a motion a few 
years ago to reduce the length and thereby costs of 
Congress.  It failed to get past the Higher Education 
vote.  In light of this year's successful, briefer 
Congress, a variation of that motion will be submitted 
next year: as a Branch we repudiate the vast expense 
of funding this event and would prefer union funds to be 
directed at building local branches and supporting 
members.  
 

Advice 
Should any issues or 
concerns arise, please talk 
them through with your local 
Rep before taking any 
action.    
 
Your Rep can take you 
through options so that you 
are best placed to decide 
the most appropriate course 
of action for you. 
www.ucu.org.uk/join  
 

School Meetings 
Liam Carr, Branch 
Secretary, will be 
conducting school-based 
meetings this term. 

 6th Form 8  June 10 am  

 Lifestyle 10 June 11 am 
 

CPD 
 UCU has valuable CPD 
resources  online available 
to members – go to  
www.ucu.org.uk  
and click on the link for 

further information. 
 

 
 

Thank You 
“I would like to thank my Rep 
for supporting me for the last 
3 months.  Their advice was 
invaluable and helped me 
through a situation I couldn’t 
manage on my own.” 

http://www.ucu.org.uk/join
http://www.ucu.org.uk/


  

www.ucu.org.uk 

Branch Rep Busyness 
 
In the first half of this term your Branch reps have: 
 

  Supported 13 members in live casework 

  Attended over 25 hours of formal meetings 

  Attended over 10 hours of informal meetings with HR 

and management 

  Saved members’ jobs 

  Responded to 17 enquiries  

  Consulted on and responded  to 4 HR Policy updates 

  Attended 18 hours' training 

  Voted on behalf of and spoken for the Branch at 

Congress 

  Met officially with The Principal twice 

  Attended NCL and 6th Form H&S Council meetings 

  Conducted Level 1 Inspections with H&S Officer 

Lobby of Parliament, 16 June 2015 
 

As part of the #lovefe campaign 
to save adult education from 
proposed 24% cuts to the 
England lifelong learning budget, 
UCU will be holding a lobby of 
parliament at Westminster on 
the afternoon of Tuesday 16 
June 2015. Newly elected MPs 
will be asked to stop the cuts 
and commit to properly funded 
lifelong learning. 
 
Seasoned branch aficionados 

may recognise Richie Bathgate, former Rep and lecturer in 
Electrical – currently a Rep at Gateshead College. 
 

 Assemble: 2pm, Parliament Square and then lobby and 
meeting with speakers between 3pm-5pm at Houses of 
Parliament. 

 In the meantime please continue to sign and circulate 
the petition, currently standing at over 41000 signatures 
Available at: http://fefunding.org.uk/ 

 

The Branch thank outgoing principal, Carole Kitching, 
who agreed to allow a limited number of staff from 
Newcastle College and Newcastle 6th Form College to 
attend this event with paid leave in order to support 
this crucial campaign to fight the cuts to adult funding 
in Further Education.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/Parliament+Square,+Westminster,+London+SW1P+3JX/@51.5010292,-0.1268417,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x487604c4ed80e753:0xc5e245185be41f37
http://fefunding.org.uk/sign-the-petition/
http://fefunding.org.uk/sign-the-petition/
http://fefunding.org.uk/
http://www.ucu.org.uk/index.cfm?articleid=7479
http://www.thepeoplesassembly.org.uk/end_austerity_now_national_demonstration_saturday_20th_june
https://ucu.custhelp.com/app/ucu_law_extra
http://www.ucu.org.uk/index.cfm?articleid=2189

