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Building an anti-casualisation campaign workshop 

May 3rd 2018 | 5:00 – 7:00 pm | Barbara Strang Teaching Centre, 3.31 

 

Newcastle UCU invite you to attend our workshop on building a successful and effective 

campaign against casualisation in higher education. The proliferation of casual contracts has 

been a key component of the marketization and neoliberalisation of the sector. 46% of 

universities and 60% of colleges use zero hours contracts to deliver teaching. 68% of research 

staff in higher education are on fixed term contracts 

 

This has not happened by accident. Ensuring that staff are constantly in fear for their futures 

has allowed university management to launch unprecedented attacks on terms and 

conditions, with the confidence that staff are too afraid to resist.  

 

The recent USS dispute, however, broke this trend. At institutions across the country, casual 

staff were present on picket lines and the issue of casualisation entered the broader 

discussion of taking back control of universities. The anti-casualisation campaign is therefore 

at a critical stage. The impetus and momentum of the industrial action can be – and must be 

– channelled into opposing, resisting, and reversing the casualisation of higher education. 

 

This workshop will allow all staff – regardless of contractual status, academic/professional – 

to discuss how we can build a campaign that will win. The workshop will be relaxed and 

informal, but with a direction and anticipated outcomes. The manifesto of the Newcastle UCU 

anti-casualisation campaign will be edited and strengthened, to outline how we can achieve 

dignity at work, based on successful campaign approaches nationally. 

 

The workshop will be facilitated and chaired by the national UCU anti-casualisation officer, 

Catherine Oakley (@cat_oakley). Cat will share her experiences of campaigning against 

casualisation locally and nationally, and will better link our local campaign with grassroots 

developments across the UK. Please do join us and help to build a better university. 


